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Symbols 

*When looking at symbolism in the Tarot, remember that your own responses and interpretations are what count most. 

Symbol Meaning 
Circle Wholeness, unity, protection, continuity 

Square Stability, equality, structure 
Triangle Trinity, 3D existence, movement 

Downward Triangle Divine feminine, Earth or Water elements 
Upward Triangle Divine masculine, Fire or Air elements 

Star Hope, promise 
Five-pointed Star Protection, the human body, physical incarnation 
Six-pointed Star Union of male/female or earth/sky, integration, manifestation 

Vertical Line Movement, heaven, sky, masculine energy 
Horizontal Line Stability, earth, feminine energy 

Cross Union of male/female or earth/sky, integration, manifestation 
Spiral Life energy, renewal, movement toward the centre 
Sun Clarity, vitality, optimism, contentment, masculine energy 

Moon Secrets, intuition, emotions, feminine energy 
Dove Peace, reconciliation, promise 
Crane Wisdom 
Rose Love 

Mountain Challenge, Vision, Achievement 
Ocean/Water Emotions, the unknown depths of the psyche 

Snake Transformation, hidden knowledge, kundalini energy 
Egg Birth, fertility 

Rainbow Renewal, hope, happiness 
Book Knowledge 

Lantern Guidance, clarity, hope 
Bridge Connection, harmony, overcoming difficulty 
Tree Knowledge, growth, protection, strength 

Butterfly Transformation 
From: How to Read Tarot  
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Animal Meaning 
Snake Instinct, fertility, evil 

Crayfish Soul, crisis of faith 
Horse Conflict & passion 
Lion Strength, destruction (opposite aspects of human behavior) 

Dragon Primal power 
Monkey Vanity 
Donkey Folly, submission 

Dog Conscience, primitive urges, protection from danger 
From: Understanding Tarot by Liz Dean 

Connections & Duality 
- We will look at a spread and break it down into pairs/duality – are they in agreement or tension? 

Ex) Ace of Cups & the Lovers = agreement 

      Ace of Cups & 5 of Pentacles = tension 

- Look for positive progression in number sequence, hierarchy or element. 

 

Numbers: 

1) New beginnings 

2) Duality or things coming together (partnerships) 

3) Social or creation 

4) Stable (maybe stuck?) 

5) Change or challenge (time to take action) 

6) Balance & harmony after hardship 

7) Introspective (do not take action) 

8) Karma & fulfillment (you reap what your sow) 

9) Near completion, endings 

10) Finale (end becomes the beginning again) 
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Hierarchy in Tarot: based on the zodiac (Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer) 

Wands: laborer – working the land 

Pentacles: merchant – producing things 

Swords: nobility – on earthly plane 

Cups: clergy – spiritual connection 

 

Page: fertile soil, fertile environment 

Knight: new messages 

Queen: Internalized, feeling it, not yet spoken of it 

King: Externalized, take action, speak it out loud. 
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